Homily at the Solemn Eucharistic Celebration
on the occasion of the 350t Anniversary
of the Foundation of the Apostolic Vicariate of Siam (1669-2019)
Sampran (Bangkok)
18 May 2019
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“Thls is the day which was made by the Lord let us rejoice and be glad, alleluia.”
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- Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
The Peace and J oy of the risen Lord be with you all.
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- In this joyful Season of Easter, we are gathered here to celebrate an important
event in the life of the Church in this beloved Nation: the establishment of the
Apostolic Vicariate of Siam three hundred and fifty years ago. The creation of the

Apostolic Vicariate of Siam marked the beginning of the Local Church in
Thailand.
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- On this happy occasion, I bring you all the warmest greetings of the Holy Father
Pope Fran(':is W'hO loves you all so much and is united with you spiritually.
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- While rejoicing and thanking God for this joyful day, this celebration becomes
an opportune moment to look into the beginnings and the growth of the Church
in the Land then known as Siam.
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- The Apostolic Vicariate of Siam, established in 1669, had passed through
various stages in its life. Today there are 11 Dioceses in Thailand (Bangkok,
Thare and Nongseng, Chanthaburi, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai, Nakhon
Ratchathani, Nakhon Sawan, Ratchaburi, Surat Thani, Ubon Ratchathani and
Udon Thani). The increase in the number of the Dioceses should be seen as a
sign of growth of the Church and we all rejoice while thanking God; it is also a
moment of hope and commitment for the future.

mamaamnammﬂuﬂ 1669 rmdeusummmnlagaasa Juilsd 11
wadmaulnases (deunana) ludssndlne (NFUNN N3 -HU e
v = = Y = = d = d =
IUNYI el 1¥89518 UATTIBANT UATEITIA 31F¥YT FINHYITIU
QUanImil uazgasHIi) MNUdNANaTNNTUAITHEI NI WATaIINY
B35 AL TAYEINTSANEUINT HANIANAMNUFUSHTUA AL
Tmnaamszdt dailunauiianuianagninveusdmsy auan
Ao llaie

- The history of the Local Church began when the first missionaries landed in
Ayuthaya, then capital of the Kingdom of Siam. We recall with gratitude the
work of evangelization started by the members belonging to the Foreign Mission
Society of Paris (MEP). They were followed by other missionaries and religious,

both men and women, belonging to various institutes. With apostolic zeal they
dedicated themselves for the 1mp1antat10n of the Church in this great Nation.
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- The work of evangelisation started by their great missionary zeal has to go on.
The work of bringing the Gospel and salvation to all peoples started by Jesus
and entrusted to the Church, is still very far from completion. An overall view
shows that this mission is still in the beginning and therefore all of us should
commit whole—}qe'artedly to the mission of evangelising.
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- The salvation of Christ is not concerning human, or financial, or economic
activities, but regarding the life, our existence, our relationship with God and
others, and, therefore, should continue as the wish of the risen Lord: “Go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit th 28:19).

- M3lavaINsZASanI iNeINUNINTSHEAUATIZH NTIRY 1301ATBFND
uatngINUTIA A1nilueguedtst anuduiusveusInunsIdInazi
dl 4 g’l =X Y o a 4{ a 'Y 2 4
WauNYBd Inngaziuddasaniulilmunnsgasanidmsiinszlseaed
“imsnansalilddeuunmalinniiududveas misarniln
IAFSNISIANTSTAT WISYAT HASNILIN” (W5, 28: 19)

- Today’s First Reading narrates the activities of the Apostles after the ascension
of Jesus Christ, his return to the Father. The Apostles went on proclaiming the
Gospel with great power and without any fear. They bore witness to the
resurrection of Jesus the Lord and to the love and mercy of God and thereby
came into existence the commumty of believers, called Chrlstlans
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- The Second Reading, instead, invites all to come to him (to Jesus), a living
stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God,
and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood to offer sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”.
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- Moreover, the Apostle Peter, in the Second Reading, recalls the new vocation of
the Christian community as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people of his own”, so that they may “announce the praises of him who called
you out of darkness into his wonderful light”.
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- In the Gospel today, the risen Lord today invites the disciples to remain in him
so that they may bear much fruit: “I am the vine (I am the tree), you are the
branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because
without me you can do nothing.”
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- “Remain in me”. What did he intend to say? To whom was he speaking? Or

better, to whom does he speak? Certainly, he was speaking to disciples but at
the same time, he was speaking to us also. The Gospel in fact presents the
content to us and asks us to remain in him. It means ‘be linked’ to Jesus. It
means a close friendship with Christ. We are called to be friends of Jesus.
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- Furthermore, ‘remain in me’ means ‘belongingness’. As baptized Christians, we
belong to Jesus. That is to say, such a belongingness means a share or a
participation in the mission of Jesus. We are called to announce the Gospel and
to bear witness to it.
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- The familiarity with Christ, the friendship with Christ or belonging to Christ, is
an essential trait of a disciple of Christ. The apostles had a great familiarity with
Jesus. They were the close friends of Jesus. They lived with Jesus. They
travelled with him to preach the Kingdom of God. They formed the family of
Jesus. They remained with him and finally they announced the Gospel of Christ
and bore witness to it.
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- Today’s celebration, therefore, is a call for all of us to remain in Jesus just as
the Apostles did. To carry out the task of the proclamation of the Gospel one
must be close to Jesus. One has to grow in familiarity with Jesus. One must
become a friend of Jesus. Fmallgi one must become a disciple of Christ.
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- There is a great need for the work of evangelisation in this Nation. In the midst
of great religions and spiritual traditions your Christian witnessing would
contribute immensely for the understanding of the Christian faith. Every
baptized person has a responsibility in this regard, just as Father Nicholas
Bunkerd Nitbamrung, beat1f1ed in the year 2000.
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- It is good to recall that the First Plenary Council of the Church in Thailand in
2015 had meditated on the theme “Christ’s disciples living the new
evangelization”. This theme has been selected for the renewal of the Church in
Thailand who lives and carries out her mission in a context of multiple cultures
and religious traditions. You are called to bear witness of a communion of
disciples centered on Christ, so that all Christians can be the salt of the earth,
filled with the true light of Christ (Mt 5: 13-14), the light from God who is love
given to the world (Jn 1:1ff).
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- St. Francis Xavier, the Patron of the Missions, deserves our attention. He
became a great missionary in the history of Asia, above all, by his holy example
and witnessing the Gospel of Salvation. The apostolic labours of St. Francis
Xavier contributed to achieving more results for the evangelizing mission of this
Continent.
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- The Holy Father, Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation ‘Evangelii gaudium
says: “in virtue of their baptism, all the members of the people of God have
become missionary disciples. All the baptized, whatever their position in the
Church or their level of instruction in the faith, are agents of evangelisation, and
it would be insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelisation to be carried out by
professionals while the rest of the faithful would simply be passive recipients.
The new evangelisation calls for personal involvement on the part of each of the
baptised. Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in
evangelisation, indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love does
not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. Every
Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has encountered the love
of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and
missionaries’, but rather that we are always ‘missionary disciples’.” (n.120).
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- This event is a moment of grace. This celebration bears witness to the positive
results of the three hundred and fifty years of work of evangelisation in this
Nation. This solemn and joyful celebration is therefore a moment of commitment
to be ‘missionary disciples’.
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- The purpose of my presence in this celebration is to encourage you all as
‘missionary disciples’. The pastoral context of Thailand requests your personal
involvement. Still there is scope for evangelization in your beloved nation. I
would like to ask the Christian faithful to pray for priestly and religious
vocations for the mission of the Church. Pray for this intention, especially, in
your family rosary.
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- Let us thank the Lord for his loving mercy revealed in the person of Christ. God
so loved the world that he sent his only Son as the Savior of the world. “God’s
mercy is so abundant and his love for us is so great, that while we were
spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ; it is by
God’s grace that you have been saved.” (Eph 2:4-5). Jesus Christ is the human
face of God’s love for the world.
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- In this Eucharistic celebration we encounter the risen Lord. Let us pray for a
new commitment to the mission of Christ so that this Nation may be a land of
bountiful harvest.
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- As I conclude these reflections, once again, I would like to encourage you in your
worthy mission as ‘Christ’s disciples living the new evangelisation’. May God
bless your efforts. I commend you all to the maternal intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Star of new evangelisation.

- fleuaunslainses velinmaslamudnasamilaluiusnangaislugiuzi

< “ws d a 'Y a Aa Voo v
Wy “Auduaanszasantil 13gBialsznansIsa1sIni” vanszin
228NIANNNYI9 MY varhannmuliluanauaiveuvsanssms
NIFINSHHDIIANMTIUHINSUsZNAT ALY

- In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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